                                                                                                   TOWN OF AMITY MINUTES

REGULAR BOARD MEETING
May 9, 2016

Present:  Supervisor Dana Ross, Councilpersons   Barb Zlomek, Donald Skinner, and Miranda Gates
Clerk:  Kristine Young
Deputy Clerk: Christina VanCuren
 Highway Superintendent:  Bill Bigelow
 Absent:  Josh Brown 
Also Present:  Dave Gominiak, Wendy Skinner
All Votes taken at this meeting will be by roll call.

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Dana Ross at 7:00 PM.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
A motion to wave the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and to accept those minutes was made by Councilperson Miranda Gates.  A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Don Skinner. 

All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes.  The motion carried 4-0-0.

GUESTS:  Ray DeTine, Independent Health Insurance Representative. He presented comparison rates from this year to previous years.  Indicated there is dental insurance available for the employees. Basically gave us an overview and update on the insurance plan.
SUPERVISOR ANNOUNCMENTS: A lease was presented from the Village to review for the Kinship Office upstairs. The rent for the Town will be increased from $225.00 to $250.00 effective July 1, 2016.  
NYS Flood Plan and Storm Water Managers Association meeting in Saratoga Springs is May 16-18, 2016 if anyone is interested in going. 

There are several meetings coming up for the public on Green/Solar Energy throughout the month of May but nothing local.  
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Exhibit B. In addition, the bulldozer will be delivered May 10, 2016 to the Highway Department. The Wilmac parking lot is in use and there has been great feedback from it.  The parking spaces may have to be painted eventually.  There was a discussion of the bridge on Saunders Hill Road which has one beam completely rotted and needs to be replaced and two other beams starting to rot.  The County cannot help for 2-3 years.  If not an emergency repair, Superintendent Bigelow hopes to get it repaired this year. Utilization reports for vehicles have been started. Highway Superintendent Bigelow will forward to Supervisor Ross.  There was a discussion on lag in payroll for Highway Department employees.  Employees need to discuss and come up with a plan so a resolution can be made to correct the problem.  Town Bookkeeper cannot be absent when payroll is due and this is not good business. Lawnmower will be purchased for the cemetery not to exceed $5,000.00.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Water district project was discussed and we are waiting for the attorney to provide the Agreement of Understanding between the Village and Town before we can move forward. Supervisor Ross will contact the attorney for an update. 
Councilperson Zlomek has sent letter to different organizations asking for support for the Summer Rec Program and has received no responses. She will apply for a grant of $600.00 if we move forward.  After discussion it was decided to table the plans until next year as we need to get more information and input from the community. 
Councilman Skinner approached 4-5 tree removal companies requesting quotes for removal of trees and limbs from the cemetery and only 2 responded.  He and Superintendent Bigelow have removed some of the trees.  There is one tree that needs to be taken down immediately before Memorial Day.  Motion was made by Supervisor Ross to hire Tree Cut to do emergency work at a cost not to exceed $2200.00.  Seconded by Councilperson Gates. 
Roll Call Vote:        Ayes          Nays

Dana Ross                  x

Miranda Gates          x

Barb Zlomek              x

Donald Skinner         x

Josh Brown               Absent

Motion carried 4-0-0.
In the fall to revisit more trees to be taken down, depending on the budget. 
Wilmac Park Development Project will need a master plan. Community participation needed.  Grants should be checked into and be applied for before starting development. 

ON- GOING BUSINESS:  
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS: A motion to accept the General Abstract 5 in the amount of $43,468.82 and Highway Abstract 5 in the amount of $66,310.16 by Councilperson Skinner.  Motion seconded by Councilperson Gates.  

Roll Call Vote:        Ayes          Nays

Dana Ross                  x

Miranda Gates          x

Barb Zlomek              x

Donald Skinner         x

Josh Brown               Absent
Motion carried 4-0-0.
Dog Control Officer’s Report was not submitted by her.
Bookkeeper’s Report presented for review.

Town Clerk informed Town Board that the Assessor dropped off the 2016 Town of Amity Tentative Assessment Roll for public use.  Grievance Day is June 7th, 2016 from 4-8:00 PM.  The cleaning lady has quit and it was decided the employees in the Town office will take care of own cleaning at this time. 
ROUND TABLE:  Wendy Skinner had a reminder that the Planning Board and Town Board will have a joint meeting on May 12th, 2016 at 7 PM to discuss Right to Farm/Land Use Laws. 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Dave Gominiak reported the Assessor should meet with the Board of Assessors before Grievance Day. 
NEXT MEETING: The next regular board meeting will be held the 13th of June 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall. 
ADJOURN MEETING:
A motion to enter executive session to discuss a personnel issue was made by Supervisor Ross. Motion seconded by Councilperson Gates at 9:05 PM.  
Executive session ended at 9:17 PM.

A motion to adjourn the regular meeting was made by Councilperson Skinner and seconded by Councilperson Zlomek. 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:18 PM.

Ss

State of New York

County of Allegany

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, I Kristine Young have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Town of Amity. 

Sincerely, 

__________________________________________

Kristine Young, Town of Amity Clerk
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